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Abstract: Flower cultivation under polyhouse is a fast emerging, money spinning component in the agricultural sector and has become the 
potential agricultural activity especially for the hilly states like Himachal Pradesh. Present study was conducted in Bilaspur district of Himachal 
Pradesh to assess the cost and return structure for flower cultivation under polyhouse conditions. A sample of 60 polyhouse farmers 34 small 
(<500 m ) and 26 large (>500 m ) was selected by proportional allocation method from two development blocks of the district. Cost A1 for 2 2

carnation cultivation was Rs.1,64,307 and Rs.3,53,669 on small and large polyhouse units, respectively. Expenses on human labour formed 
the major component of the total cost followed by planting material. The average price received per box (1000 sticks) was Rs.3,050 and 
Rs.3071 for small and large polyhouse units, respectively. The NPV of the carnation cultivation under small and large poly house units at 8 per 
cent discount rate was Rs 2.69 lakh and Rs 16.49 lakh, respectively. The BC ratio for small and large units confined to 1.18 and 1.56, 
respectively with an IRR 44.1 per cent and 229 per cent for small and large category polyhouse .units
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In the present era of diminishing land holdings 

accompanied by a significant change in weather and climate, 

protected cultivation has come up as the best alternative for 

using land and other resources efficiently. It has the capability 

to enhance the productivity of scarce resources like land, 

water, energy, etc. It has come as a bonanza to marginal and 

small farmers who can earn a decent livelihood from their 

small landholdings and limited resources. The major 

advantage of protected cultivation is that it provides self-

employment opportunities to the youth and the rural 

population. The concept has empowered farmers to grow 

exotic vegetables and flowers throughout the year. 

Himachal Pradesh government has made Rs.150 crore 

aspiring plan to support floriculture in the state. Under the 

plan, different motivations are being given to the dynamic and 

progressive farmers to urge them to adopt this worthwhile 

cash crop adventure under the recently propelled 'Himachal 

Pushp Kranti Yojna'. As per authorities of state Department of 

Horticulture, the area under floriculture in Himachal Pradesh 

was about 705.77 hectare during the year 2018-19. Many 

districts Bilaspur, Solan, Kangra, Kullu and Mandi have viz., 

come up as the major flower producing districts under 

polyhouse conditions. However, there is urgent need to 

create more infrastructure for protected flower cultivation, 

marketing and value addition and to bridge the technological 

gaps at farm level. During the year 2018-19 in Bilaspur district 

of Himachal Pradesh, 20.83 hectare area was under flower 

cultivation out which 7.73 hectare area was under carnation. 

Therefore, the study was undertaken with the specific 

objectives to study the cost & return structure and financial 

feasibility of carnation under polyhouse cultivation in Bilaspur 

district of Himachal Pradesh.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

Nature and source of data: Bilaspur district of Himachal 

Pradesh was purposively selected for the study. Two-stage 

random sampling technique was used. There are four 

community development blocks in district Bilaspur, of which 

two namely Jhandutta and Bilaspur Sadar were selected 

randomly. A list of polyhouse owners cultivating carnation 

was obtained and the farmers were divided into two 

categories  small (upto 500 m ) and large (more than 500 viz., 2

m ). Then a sample of 60 polyhouse units was drawn 2

randomly through proportional allocation method from the 

two selected blocks. The secondary data were collected from 

the relevant sources mainly Departments of Agriculture and 

Horticulture, Bilaspur. Primary data from the producers on 

different aspects of flower production were collected through 

personal interview method during the month of October, 

2019.

Analytical framework: To meet out the objectives of the 

present study, different mathematical and statistical tools 
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